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Learning objectives

Starting from a conception of sociology as the study and the methods for describing human behaviors, the course
aims: 1) to offer a review of the most important theories and approaches to migration; 2) to reflect and apply
methods of investigation of migration; 3) to offer to the students the necessary critical knowledge to understand
contemporary migrations, to address migration’s issues, to reflect on possible solutions and to be aware of
concrete and practical issues of migration in everyday life, with a specific focus on welfare and inequalities
production and reproduction.

Contents

Theories on migration 
Border controls and border policing
Theories on citizenship and integration
Data analysis on migration 
Migration policies and welfare
Black lives matter? Inequalities, discrimination and new challenges of social membership

Detailed program

The course will be developed in 4 parts: the first part is based on the analysis of classical and contemporary
theories on migration, a reflection on the concept of border and a brief history of citizenship and different models of



integration. The second part will be based on welcoming practices, management of retention centers and first
aid/role of NGO's. The third part will develop the description of the phenomena in welcoming societies, the
transformations of migration, and the models of policing and the effects on welfare and inequalities. The last part
will focus on Black lives matter protests, on inequalities related to the so called Color line, and to the colonial and
post-colonial structures, on forms of discrimination and challenges of social membership in USA and in Europe. 

Part 1: Where I’m from? The migrant

Who ‘s the migrant? Migration as a total social fact

Who is the migrant? Forced migrants, Economic migrant, refugee, climate migrant

Territory, territoriality, border

Citizenship: history, issues, challenges

Models of integration: assimilation, multiculturalism and superdiversity

Part 2: Why do people migrate?

Data and periods of migrations

Migration’s politics: models and cases

Economics and social networks of migration

Inequalities, welfare and migration

Part 3: Migration policies: how to regulate migration?

Choosing migrants/controlling borders

Crimmigration

Displacement and resettlement

Part 4: Black lives matter? Inequalities, discrimination and new challenges of social membership

Color line: colonial and post-colonial theories on discrimination

Production and reproduction of discrimination and inequalities: gender, race, class 

Black lives matter? The US case

Black lives matter? The European and Italian cases

Final remarks: new challenges of social membership

Prerequisites

Sufficient educational skills in logic, English, social culture and reasonable capacities in learning, writing and
communication.



Teaching methods

During the Covid-19 emergency period, lessons will take place remotely asynchronously (Thursdayt) with
synchronous videoconferencing events (Monday) on the Webex platform:
https://unimib.webex.com/meet/valeria.verdolini. Every possible change will be communicated on Moodle.
Asynchronous lessons will be theoretical lessons and films, while synchronous videoconferencing will include
exercises and discussions in the classroom (virtual). If and when possible, frontal lessons, readings, films,
classroom discussions will be restored. 

Assessment methods

In the Covid-19 emergency period, oral exams will be telematics only. They will be conducted using the WebEx
platform and the e-learning page of the teaching will contain a public link to access the exam for possible virtual
viewers.

The evaluation consists of three different aspects: 

- classroom participation (20%)

- exercises (10%) 

- oral examination (70%)
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All the text will be available on Moodle and shared with the students
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