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Course title

The pedagogical meaning of objects in inclusive education practices

Topics and course structure

The course explores the categories, the instruments and the methodologies of a pedagogy of social inclusion.
Briefly speaking, pedagogy of social inclusion is an educational reflection that questions the concept of “social
inclusion” and “inclusive practices”. The course critically deals also with the design, the implementation and the
evaluation of inclusive contexts aimed at developing educational processes.

Subject of 2020-2021 course

What experience do educators and learners have about objects? What role do objects play in educational and
inclusive practices? What do they do and what do they promote? How do they contribute to generate courses of
action, sociability, learning, inclusion or exclusion? What is their meaning from a pedagogical point of view? These
guestions become relevant if one considers that educational experiences are constitutively mediated by objects,
technologies, artifacts, documents, furnishings, materialities and materials of various nature and that thinking and
doing social inclusion often means to modify existing tools and aids or designing new ones. To professionally
educate in an inclusive perspective, it is therefore necessary to undertake a specific pedagogical reflection on the
meaning of objects in inclusive education practices. The course of this academic year is therefore proposed as a
theoretical-methodological study on the relationship between education, inclusion and objects.



Objectives

- To develop a critical knowledge of cultural, social and educational dynamics that produce social inclusion and/or
exclusion;

- To be able to analyze, plan, evaluate educational contexts and processes utilizing an inclusive logic;

- To be able to connect pedagogical theory and educational practice

Methodologies

Experiential learning, peer education, explanation and theoretical analysis of various theories about social and
educational inclusion.

Online and offline teaching materials

Programme and references for attending students
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ERASMUS STUDENTS

Erasmus students should contact the teacher in order to arrange the program and the references.

Programme and references for non-attending students

The program and the references are the same for attending and non attending students.

Assessment methods

The exam is different for attending and non-attending students.

Students who regularly attended the course are expected to summarize the key aspects of it, producing a speech
in which they have to pointed out the most important aspects of the course they attended and to go in deep about
them thanks to the study of the books. Students are also expected to critically engage with the contents of the
course and with the texts.

Non-attending students: oral exam, aimed to evaluate:

- student’s knowledge of the books;

- student’s capability of discussing and critically engaging with the key notions of the texts;

- student’s capability of connecting theory with his/her own professional and personal practice.



Office hours

On date. Writing to: alessandro.ferrante@unimib.it

Programme validity

The program lasts two academic years.

Course tutors and assistants
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