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Learning objectives

Introducing the basic issues of political
philosophy and elaborating a case study on
merit and meritocracy.

Primary aim of this class is not the
acquisition of the so called "skills" but the
acquisition of philosophical knowledges and
methods which are foundamental to
understanding social phenomena. Obviously|
all the skills involved in this task are
practiced, such as critical
thinking,foundational analysis, ecc.

Contents

Part one: foundations of political philosophy.

Part two: merit and meritocracy.



Detailed program

Part one: foundations of political philosophy.

The birth of political philosophy in the Greek polis. The political philosophy of Plato. Aristotle's political philosophy.
Political philosophy of Hellenism (with particular reference to Stoicism). The Christian world and the political
philosophies of Augustine of Hippo and Thomas of Aquino. The Protestant Reform. Contractarianism: Hobbes,
Locke, Spinoza, Rousseau, Kant. The French revolution and post-revolutionary liberalism: Constant, Mill,
Tocqueville. Hegel and Marx. The current debate: Rawls, contemporary liberalism (Nozick), Communitarianism, the
capacity approach (Sen), Michel Foucalt's philosophy of power, Jurgen Habermas' political philosophy, Feminism.

Part two: merit and meritocracy.

The second part applies the philosophical approach and the know edges acquired to the
i ssue of the so-called "nmeritocracy”". Since in the public debate the "neritocratic"
i deal is exalted al nbst without voices of dissent, the issue is very suitable for sho
wi ng both the superficiality of this debate and the al nbst exclusive hegenony wthin

it of "neoliberal" ideals (quotation marks are obligatory), and the intrinsic problem
atic nature of every political ideal. Through an anal ysis of the phil osophical and so
ciological literature on the subject it will in fact be seen that the neritocratic id

eal is nostly the object of sonetinmes radical criticismand in any case of cautious a
nd circunstantial evaluations in the |ight of values ??such as social justice, freedo
m etc.

Prerequisites

None
Teaching methods

Theorethical lessons

Assessment methods

All students: Written test with open ended questions. Oral test on demand for positive written test exclusively.
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