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Learning objectives

The course aims to examine the emergence and development of social indicators that emerged to challenge the
dominance of economics in measuring well-being. In addition to the focus on statistical aggregation methods, the
course will familiarise students with the leading social, environmental, and demographic indicators, their value, and
their limitations in the sustainability dimensions.

Contents

- Origin and evolution of social and demographic indicators.

- Data production Agencies and quality of sources

- Database connections

- Limits and opportunities of the databases of the main national and international agencies

- Validity and representativeness of the indicators.

- Techniques for the construction of composite indicators

- Measures of well-being and quality of life

Detailed program



The course is divided into two strands. The first examines the emergence and development of social indicators
determined - among other things - by the decline of the dominance of economics in the measurement of well-
being.A substantial part of the course focuses on the different declinations of statistical variables on quality of life,
distinguishing statistical production and availability in countries of the North and South. In this perspective, the
process of survey design and the treatment of the databases of the leading international and national agencies will
be examined. The second part of the course focuses on statistical aggregation methods to generate aggregate well-
being measures that are potentially comparable across countries or regions of the world.

Prerequisites

Statistical competence and knowledge of economic and social processes.

Teaching methods

The course is a combination of theoretical and practical lessons and will be delivered in laboratories

Assessment methods

Exercises and a final report on an individual project.

Textbooks and Reading Materials

The teacher will provide teaching material to the students during the course. Non-attending students are kindly
requested to contact the professor to organize the examination.
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Sustainable Development Goals

NO POVERTY | GENDER EQUALITY | REDUCED INEQUALITIES | CLIMATE ACTION
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