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Learning objectives

Knowledge and understanding: to provide concepts, methods of analysis and examples relating to polycentric
development and forms of social, entrepreneurial and housing innovation affecting inland and mountainous areas,
at Italian and European level.
Ability to apply knowledge and understanding: in addition to the analysis of the literature and the presentation of
some key concepts, some examples and territorial cases (social enterprises, residential training schools, artistic
residences, forms of co-living and co-working, etc.) will be discussed and analysed - where possible, also through
visits and field activities, in order to understand the dynamics addressed by the course and the place-sensitive
forms of intervention put in place by the actors involved, with particular attention to the spatial-territorial dimension
and to the policy field in which the practices analysed are placed (e.g. with respect to the implementation of the
NRP-National Resilience and Recovery Plan).

Contents

The course intends to provide students with the theoretical and methodological tools to understand, analyse and
intervene, with a participative approach, in inland and mountainous areas, with respect to the topic of social
innovation and the activation of local and trans-local (metro-rural and metro-mountain) networks supporting
sustainable and inclusive territorial development.
The students will therefore be confronted with a number of theoretical concepts, such as "social networks", "place-
sensitive social innovation", "territorial cohesion", "place-based local development", "marginal areas", "peripheries",
"metro-mountain", etc., and then apply them to the study and detailed analysis, oriented towards the search for
practicable solutions, of a number of concrete cases.

Detailed program



The course is structured in three parts.
The first part is dedicated to the presentation and discussion of the basic concepts outlined above, through face-to-
face lessons - where reference will also be made to recent research and data bases on the topics dealt with - and
exercises in small groups, aimed at facilitating the understanding of the theoretical elements through peer-to-peer
comparison among participants.
In the second part, a number of case studies on networks and social innovation in inland, mountain, remote and
marginalised areas, at Italian and European level, will be introduced and presented in detail, where possible
including interventions and classroom testimonies by subjects directly involved in the cases analysed.
Lastly, in the third part, the students will be accompanied by the lecturer in group work, leading to a collective
paper, aimed at considering a specific case study in greater depth, in order to propose concrete intervention and
optimisation measures, also through possible field visits, within the framework of sector policies.

Prerequisites

Attendance at the course does not require any previous skills but will benefit from knowledge already assimilated in
the field of sociology, particularly with regard to spatial-territorial issues.

Teaching methods

The course will be delivered in presence and attendance is necessary, given the immersive and participatory
nature of the planned activities.
At the same time, activities are planned to be carried out independently by students, mainly in small groups, both in
and outside the classroom.
The course includes different types of activities that aim to stimulate students' understanding through the practical
application of the concepts discussed in theory. These activities include the lecturer's frontal explanation of
theoretical elements (with the aid of slides and visual materials), the illustration of case studies and research,
students' independent reading of scientific texts, the independent creation and management of small working
groups, the conduct of field research activities, the analysis of research materials, the drafting of a research report
and its presentation in the classroom.

Assessment methods

Verification of learning
The assessment will be based on the evaluation of the collective paper produced by the participants and on an
additional oral test relating to the basic concepts covered in the lectures.

Textbooks and Reading Materials

The reading materials will be provided before the beginning of the course
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