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Learning area

Acquisition of linguistic skills in LIS, LIST, and Italian

Learning objectives

Knowledge and understanding of

human language modality: comparative analysis of spoken and signed languages
methodologies used in the register, genre, and style analyses
construction of materials for the linguistic analysis of registers, genres, and styles
structure of sign language text annotation
detailed analysis of descriptive results (graphs and percentage distributions)
formulation of research hypotheses and analysis of behavioral data
writing scientific prose of an analytical text

Contents

The properties of registers, genres, and styles in spoken and sign languages will be described. Detailed data
analyses will be developed. Content to be analyzed will be constructed using computer tools. This content will then
be analyzed in class.



Detailed program

The course is divided in two parts, one aims to provide a theoretically informed overview of the discipline, while the
other aims to provide knowledge about practical tools and methods of analysis using concrete data.
The theoretical part of the course aims to offer a general framework for the linguistics of registers, styles, and
genres. It will provide the basis for understanding how linguistic variation in language use can help identify specific
registers, styles, and genres. The practical application will be in the field of sign languages, particularly LIS. Once
the field of application has been defined and the methods and tools of this field of linguistics have been understood,
the sector will be framed within sociolinguistics, with particular reference to variationist sociolinguistics.
Sociolinguistic variation in sign languages, and in particular in LIS, will be addressed. The theoretical framework
emerging from the lessons will be used to address issues related to the planning of language policies for sign
languages and the linguistic rights of deaf and deaf-blind people.
The applied part of the course will focus on learning the tools and methods for data collection, annotation, and
analysis of sign languages. Students will choose a topic from among those proposed in class and develop
hypotheses. If necessary, they will collect and analyze data, carrying out field research.

Prerequisites

Advanced knowledge of LIS and its grammar.
Advanced knowledge of Italian and its grammar.
Basic knowledge of English.

Teaching methods

The teaching philosophy is based on two fundamental criteria: collaborative learning and learning by doing. These
two criteria require:
• constant interaction during class hours
• active participation
• equal participation
• shared knowledge building
• frontal consolidation
• individual consolidation

In addition to attending classes, the texts needed to further develop skills (slides, scientific articles, books – see the
reference bibliography) will be indicated on a case-by-case basis. All compulsory study materials will be uploaded
to the E-Learning platform. For the practical part, specific videos will be created, and other videos will be shared by
the teacher. The practical part requires the use of a computer.

Assessment methods

The course will be assessed on the basis of a written paper in which students will demonstrate their understanding
of the essential aspects of the discipline by applying them to a concrete case. The paper must also include, as an
attachment, the notes and analysis produced in accordance with the guidelines provided during the lessons.
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