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Learning objectives

The course aims at providing theoretical and methodological tools to critically analyze specific conceptual
categories such as “globalization”, “development”, “humanitarian intervention”.

Knowledge and understanding (D1)
Students will acquire theoretical and analytical tools to critically understand humanitarian, economic, and personal
aid systems from a socio-anthropological perspective. key concepts such as need, development, participation, and
empowerment in relation to various forms of aid projects will be critically discussed

Applied knowledge and understanding (D2)
Students will be able to apply theese key concepts to highlight critical issues in aid interventions, in particular their
ethnocentric or relativistic nature, and then suggest corrective measures.

Autonomy of judgment (D3)
The course develops the ability to formulate independent critical assessments of various forms of aid and their
impact
on the reproduction of social inequalities and asymmetries between countries in the North and South of the world.

Communication skills (D4)
Students will be involved in group discussions. Argumentation skills will be enhanced through written exercises.

Learning skills (D5)
The course provides the basis for enhancing the ability to interpret local issues in relation to global dynamics and to
critically navigate international scientific literature.

Contents



Critical anthropological approach to development, globalization, development aid, NGOs and humanitarian
intervention

Detailed program

Globalization and local development will be discussed through the critical analysis of NGO’s activities,
International organizations dealing with economic development, and humanitarian intervention. The emergence of
new professionals and new technocrats engaged on development, and their influential role on policy making will be
discussed as well.

- The anthropological gaze will be used

a) to deconstruct development as a hegemonic expression of capitalism;

b) to look at the outcomes of development and humanitarian projects;

c) to look at their (un)intended consequences

Presentation of the main theories of development and their respective criticisms
- Viewing of several documentaries on development and its consequences on people's lives
- The role of NGOs
- Changes in aid in recent years and criticism of development
- Presentation of case studies
- Humanitarian aid

Prerequisites

Mastery of theoretical knowledge and methodological basis regarding anthropology and good skills in learning,
writing and oral communication. English language required.

Teaching methods

Number of lectures:16.
Length: 4 hours each.
Lectures will be given in classroom with the instructor. Visual material will be used and be discussed in class, but
can also be accessed on line through the elearning platform. Assignments must be handed-in by uploading them
on the same platform.
Instructions will be available on the e-learning platform.

Assessment methods

Written Exam:
Evaluation of students will comprise two parts, differently weighted:



- online assignments (short paper): 20% (see elearning platform for further instructions);

- one final essay paper: 80% . The content of the essay paper must be arranged with the instructor and the paper
format must comply with the rules that can be retrieved form this elearning platform in the appropriate section.

The skills that will be assessed:- Understanding of content- Ability to think independently - Written communication
skills- Ability to link theory and real-life examples

Follow the instructions provided on this e-learning platform regarding the preparation of your papers
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Development in Practice, 23:1, 123-136.
Ziai Aram (2019), Towards a More Critical Theory of ‘Development’ in the 21st Century, in Development
and Change, 50:2, 458-467.

Sull’intervento umanitario:
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Sustainable Development Goals

NO POVERTY | GENDER EQUALITY | REDUCED INEQUALITIES | RESPONSIBLE CONSUMPTION AND
PRODUCTION
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