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Course title

Anthropology of religions

Topics and course structure

The course aims to provide fundamental theoretical and methodological knowledge of the anthropology of religions,
with a view to providing specific skills for analysing and interpreting the cultural, social and political dimensions
applicable to different religious systems.

More specifically, the course aims to:

-outline the theoretical landscape of anthropological studies and relate them to the epistemological and historical-
social context in which these theories were developed

-analyse ethnographic and historical cases from different geographical contexts that demonstrate the centrality of
practice and matter in religious life, with particular attention to the body and possession, sacred objects and things,
natural environments, images and visions.

-Develop reflections on the presence of religions in different societies and their role in the cultural processes of
constructing worldviews, the person and social groups.

Objectives

Through this course, with regular and active participation in lessons, the following learning outcomes are intended
to be achieved:

Knowledge and understanding



Students will:

-acquire fundamental knowledge of the themes and issues of the anthropology of religions, with particular
reference to the theme of religious practice.

-identify the theoretical and methodological specificities of the anthropology of religions.

-understand the specificities of the themes dealt with by the anthropology of religions and their integration and
interdependence in the complexity of social and cultural realities.

Ability to apply knowledge and understanding

The aim is to achieve mastery of theoretical concepts and ethnographic specificities, as well as the ability to
adequately synthesise the knowledge acquired, so as to be able to connect it to other aspects of the discipline.
Students will be able to use the concepts and issues of the anthropology of religions in relation to everyday life and
to develop an intellectual attitude open to understanding different “religious realities”.

Autonomy of judgement:

In terms of autonomy of judgement and strengthening communication skills, students will be encouraged to
formulate their own ideas independently and express them appropriately. Active participation in lessons, which is
required of attending students, will stimulate the ability to develop independent judgement, including through the
presentation and discussion of materials provided or indicated during the course, and in terms of bibliographic
research in preparation for the final exam.

Communication skills

¢ Expressing ideas, knowledge and arguments clearly.
¢ Writing texts and reports, using different forms of expression (audio, video, digital, artistic).
¢ Making informed judgements, integrating information from different and reliable sources.

Learning skills

¢ Developing and refining one's own learning methods, independently identifying and constructing objects
and topics for study.

Methodologies

The course consists of:

(a) erogative mode: two three-hour classroom lectures. First lecture: the lecturer presents the structure and content
of the programme, examination and assessment methods; last lecture, she highlights the main topics covered
during the course and provides further information on the final examination. A streaming link is provided to allow
non-attending students to participate in these two lectures.

b)Thirteen three-hour lectures in mixed classroom mode. These lectures are structured to provide a diverse
learning experience. In the first part, the lecturer gives a frontal lecture (erogative mode). In the second part,
students actively participate in interactive activities, such as discussion of texts (included in the examination
programme) and exercises related to the lecture topic.

¢) Three three-hour lectures during which a number of investigative experiences are planned based on the
observation of real data, on the basis of which specific theoretical reflections can be organised. It is proposed to
develop small research projects aimed at acquiring specific field skills in the magical-religious field.

Lessons will be face to face and in Italian.

Online and offline teaching materials



Additional teaching materials to the scheduled texts (background articles, documents, films) will be made available
on the course page.

Programme and references
1. a collection of essays selected and discussed during the course
2. A book of your choice from:

a) U Fabietti, Muteria sacra. Corpi, oggetti, immgini, feticci nella pratica

religiosa, Raffaello Cortina ed, 2014 (capitoli 1, 4, 5, 6, 9)

b) A Brivio, J. Gonzalez Diez, A CQusman, Antropologia delle religioni. Tem
- Etnografie - Pratiche. Ml ano, Hoepli, 2025.

3. E.de Martino, La terra del rimorso, 1961

4. A book of your choice from: Un libro a scelta

A. Brivio, Serpenti, sirene e sacerdotesse. Antropologia dei mondi acquatici in Africa occidentale, Viella editore,
2023

A. Brivio, C.Mattalucci, (a cura di), La materia per pensare la morte, Raffaello Cortina editore, 2022

R.Strongman, Divinita queer. Candomblé, Santeria e Vodou: transcorporeita nelle religioni dell’atlantico nero,
Mimesis, 2023

M. Sahlins, La nuova scienza dell'universo incantato. Un'antropologia dell'umanita (quasi tutta), Raffaello Cortina
editore, 2023

M.Bloch, Da preda a cacciatore, Raffaello Cortina editore, 2005

S.Consigliere, Materialismo magico. Magia e rivoluzione, Derive Approdi, 2023

Erasmus students may contact the lecturer to arrange to study from a bibliography in English and/or take the exam
in English.

Assessment methods

Type of test
Oral exam

Assessment criteria

The choice of an oral interview is consistent with the objectives of the course, as it allows, in a dialogue situation, to
assess knowledge of the texts and the ability to develop a reflective, analytical and critical argument around the
core concepts highlighted in the texts covered in the programme.

The final assessment will depend on:

-Regular and active participation in classroom discussions and exercises.

-Oral interview on the topics covered in class and on the exam texts. The assessment will focus on the
understanding of the texts, the clear and concise presentation of the contents, the ability to critically analyse and
rework the material by drawing connections between the assigned texts.



Students who are unable to attend classes and carry out the activities proposed during the course will be assessed
solely on the oral exam.

There are no intermediate tests.
The assessment will be graded out of 30, based on the following scale:

1. Unsatisfactory (0-17)
Insufficient preparation on the main topics covered in the course programme and bibliography;
Very limited and poorly developed ability to argue, analyse and critically evaluate;
Insufficient ability to connect theory and practice and to identify relevant links between the texts and the
course topics;
Incorrect presentation skills and specific vocabulary of the discipline.
2. Sufficient - More than sufficient (18-23)
General preparation and, in some respects, uncertain or incomplete on various topics covered in the course
programme and bibliography;
Ability to argue, analyse and critically elaborate is at times limited and not very independent;
Difficulty in identifying relevant links between texts and course topics;
Presentation skills and subject-specific vocabulary are only partially correct.
3. Fair (24-27)
Adequate preparation on the main topics covered in the course programme and bibliography, but lacking
depth and/or incomplete on some more specific topics;
Ability to argue, analyse and critically evaluate present, but not always accurate and independent;
Fair ability to identify relevant links between the texts and the course topics;
Presentation skills and specific vocabulary of the discipline are mostly correct.
4. Good - Excellent (28-30/30L)
Comprehensive and in-depth preparation on the topics covered in the course programme and bibliography;
Ability to argue, analyse and critically elaborate in an articulate and independent manner;
Good/excellent ability to identify relevant connections between the texts and the course topics;
Good/excellent presentation skills and mastery of the specific vocabulary of the discipline.

*NB: students with SLDs who intend to use compensatory tools are requested to send their P.Uo.l at least ten

days before the exam.
The exam can be performed in English by foreign/Erasmus students.

*%

Office hours

Email appointment

Programme validity

Two academic years. This year's programme can therefore be carried over to the winter session in February 2027

Course tutors and assistants



Luis Gregorio Abad Espinoza
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