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Learning objectives

The course aims to provide students with the theoretical and methodological tools to critically analyze issues
related to urban security, with particular attention to contemporary transformations and social and political
implications. Key concepts of safety and security will be explored, as well as the evolution of public urban security
policies, the dimension of risk, and subjective perceptions of insecurity. The course aims to develop critical analysis
skills, independent judgment, and communication skills on complex issues. In line with the Dublin descriptors,
students will acquire:

- In-depth knowledge and understanding of theoretical concepts and policies related to urban security.

- Ability to apply theoretical knowledge to critically analyze real situations, security policies, and national and
European case studies.

- Autonomy of judgment in critically evaluating the effectiveness and social impact of security policies.

- Advanced communication skills through the presentation of papers and group discussions.

- Ability to learn independently and constantly update knowledge on emerging issues related to urban security.

Contents
The course focuses on the urban contexts and the four key dimensions of insecurity (objective, subjective, socio-
geographic and socio-economic dimensions). In particular, it explores the mismatch between crime trends and the

perception of insecurity, also examining the influence of social markers. Finally, models of policies at national and
European level are discussed.

Detailed program

The course is divided into a theoretical part which will discuss the concept of urban security, the main theoretical



approaches on social control, the normative dimension of urban security and the evolution of policies for urban
security, with particular attention to the models of urban security. policies . A second part will be devoted to the
presentation and discussion of some empirical research carried out at national and European level on the issue of
urban security governance. In the third part of the course the focus will be on students's presentations of reading
and case studies. The outcome of the work will be evaluated in the final exam.

Prerequisites

No prerequisities

Teaching methods

The Course consists of 56 hours, of which approximately 50 percent is with didactic erogative (lectures with use of
slides, audio and video) and 50 percent with didactic interactive (exercises, subgroup work, presentation of case
studies from which to develop individual and subgroup work, prepared and discussed during the course).

Lectures, individual/group exercises, presentations of readings by the students. For working students and for those
who will be unable to attend classes in person, there will be dedicated discussion meetings summarizing the central
themes of the course.

Assessment methods

oral exam.
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