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Learning objectives

Knowledge and Understanding
Mastery of socio-criminological approaches to the phenomenon of violent extremism and its associated conflicts.

Applying Knowledge and Understanding
Interpretation of violent extremism in its multiple forms through case studies; ability to apply qualitative
methodologies; ability to develop interdisciplinary dialogues; critical analysis of related criminal policies.

Judgement Autonomy
Ability to critically and independently reflect on socio-criminological discourse concerning the intersection of
violence, radicalization and extremism.

Communication Skills
Proficiency in socio-criminological language.

Ability to Learn Independently
Acquisition of cognitive tools to update one’s knowledge and apply it to the socio-cultural contexts in which the
phenomenon of violent extremism takes shape.

Contents

The course will deal with the complex phenomenon of violent extremism using a comparative and interdisciplinary
approach to help students explore both its pragmatic and its theoretical challenges.

Drawing on emergent literature in the field of interactionist, narrative, cultural and critical criminology, the course
will analyze different models of radicalization into violent extremism and will examine the possible ways of
responding to violent extremism in terms of criminal policies.



Detailed program

The course will deal with the complex phenomenon of violent extremism using a comparative and interdisciplinary
approach to help students explore both its pragmatic and its theoretical challenges.

The introduction to the course will be dedicated to the controversial definition of violent extremism. Drawing on
emergent literature in the field of interactionist, narrative, cultural and critical criminology and after having analyzed
different models of radicalization into violent extremism, the course will highlight: how the processes of violent
radicalization can have multiple and complex factors and therefore we need to counter linear explanations of cause
and effect; that it is necessary to go beyond a simplistic and reductive vision of the relationship between religion
and violence, on the one hand, and of the rigid distinction between violent and non-violent extremists, on the other;
that violent radicalization is a dynamic, complex and multidimensional psycho-social process.

The final part of the course will examine the possible ways of responding to violent extremism in terms of criminal
policies: from anti-terrorism (counter-terrorism, CT) to preventive approaches that make use of non-coercive

methods (CVE, Countering Violent Extremism) — including prevention, intervention and rehabilitation programmes
with a link to the field of restorative justice.

Prerequisites

Good skills in learning, writing and oral communication in English.

Teaching methods

The course will be delivered in English. Throughout the course, the active role of the students will be enhanced and
they will be able to put into practice the proposed theoretical and methodological approaches through opportunities
for discussion and also through the use of videos and simulations.

e 20 two-hour lessons held in presence, with a first part in frontal mode (DE) and a second part aimed at

involving students in an interactive way (Dl).
¢ 1 two-hour lesson delivered remotely.

Assessment methods
Oral exam: it will be a discussion based on the course texts and on the topics covered in class. During the oral

exam, it is also possible to discuss a written work previously agreed upon with the professor and developed starting
from the theoretical contents indicated in the bibliography.
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