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Learning area

Interdisciplinary competences.

Learning objectives
Knowledge and understanding

¢ Fundamental concepts and themes in the history of Western philosophical and scientific thought from its
origins to the 20th century.

¢ Intellectual, social and economic factors that have characterised the development of Western philosophical
and scientific thought in different historical periods.

e Epistemological, social and cultural implications of different philosophical and scientific theories and
traditions.

Applying knowledge and understanding

¢ Improvement of the student's cultural background, increasing his critical attitude and awareness of scientific
investigation as a tool for the management and solution of collective issues.

e Development of the ability to detect the complexity of philosophical and scientific questions in the
humanities and in a broader social and cultural perspective.

¢ Development of the ability to read and analyse a philosophical and scientific text, as well as the ability to
contextualise it within a specific tradition of thought and a specific cultural and social issue.

¢ Development of an adequate capacity for conceptual thinking.

¢ Development of the ability to define, from the point of view of the history of ideas, a theoretical question and
to use the acquired theoretical competences also in different theoretical-operational contexts.



Making judgements

e Development of the ability to critically analyze, evaluate and synthesize new and complex ideas (also in
relation to emerging global problems) both through guided and/or personal reading of texts from the
Western philosophical-scientific tradition, and through group discussions and seminars.

Communication skills

e Development of the ability to communicate information, ideas, problems, and solutions clearly and
consciously to specialist and non-specialist interlocutors and in different training and work contexts.

¢ Development of a solid capacity for active listening, negotiation and working in interdisciplinary groups, as
well as understanding and critically analyzing different points of view.

Learning skills

¢ Development of the ability to continue the study path independently, strengthened by a greater critical
awareness and a renewed theoretical-conceptual and methodological sensitivity.

Contents
Title > “ O tell me the truth about love”: Forms and dynamics of eros from Plato to Franco Battiato
The course is divided into two parts.

a) After some preliminary considerations on the nature of philosophical and scientific enquiry and its conceptual-
methodological specificities, the first insitutional part will analyse some of the main moments in the history of
Western philosophical and scientific thought from antiquity to the 20th century.

b) The second (monographic) part will begin with an introduction to the phenomenon of love in its various
semantic, conceptual, and existential dimensions. Through the close reading of key texts, it will examine the
relationship between eros and knowledge in Plato, Augustine’s understanding of love, the dialectic between love
and death in Freud, and the connection between love, duality, and care in Ludwig Binswanger's Daseinsanalyse.
The analysis will also be enriched by the listening to and discussion of selected songs by the Sicilian singer-
songwriter Franco Battiato, whose poetic and musical work is widely recognized for its philosophical and scientific
sensitivity, as well as for its strong spiritual and metaphysical tension.

Detailed program
General part > Fundamentals of history of philosophical and scientific thought

¢ Philosophical and scientific inquiry: preliminary considerations and key concepts.

¢ The origins of Greek thought: nature and becoming.

¢ Plato’s philosophical and scientific ideal.

¢ Philosophy and science in Aristotle.

¢ Greek philosophy and Christianity: Augustine of Hippo.

¢ Faith, reason, and science in the Middle Ages: Thomas Aquinas and William of Ockham.

¢ Renaissance naturalism: Telesio, Bruno, and Campanella.

e The renewal of astronomy between the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries: Copernicus, Brahe, and
Kepler.



¢ Galileo Galilei and the new science of nature.

¢ Francis Bacon as prophet of technology.

e Cartesian mechanism: God, the world, and the human being.

¢ Rationalism, empiricism, and Kant’s solution.

¢ Hegel's Phenomenology of Spirit: key themes.

¢ Will, reason, and suffering in Schopenhauer.

¢ Positivism and evolutionism: Comte, Mill, and Darwin.

¢ Nietzsche and Bergson: becoming, consciousness, and life.

¢ Husserlian phenomenology and The Crisis of European Sciences.
e Karl Jaspers between psychopathology and the philosophy of existence.
¢ The philosophical and scientific ideal of logical positivism.

e Oswald Spengler and The Decline of the West.

¢ Existence and temporality in the work of Martin Heidegger.

Monographic part > “O tell me the truth about love”: Forms and dynamics of eros from Plato to Franco
Battiato

¢ Preliminary considerations on the concept of love.

e Eros and truth in Plato’s Symposium.

¢ Love and transcendence in Augustine of Hippo.

e Libido, erotic life, and the death drive in Freud.

e Love, duality, and care in Ludwig Binswanger.

¢ Metaphysical nostalgia and spiritual tension in Franco Battiato’s poetic and musical work.

Prerequisites

Basic knowledge (high school) of the history of Western philosophy.

Teaching methods
28 in-person lecture-based classes.

Teaching methods consist in direct exposure, group discussion, analysis of historically and scientifically significant
texts, and possible in-depth seminars. The course is held in Italian.

Class attendance is strongly recommended. Non-attending students are required to attend a preliminary
meeting in preparation for the exam.

Assessment methods

The verification of learning will be carried out through a oral examination. The questions are aimed at testing the
effective acquisition of the topics illustrated during the course, as well as to ascertain the ability to manage the
contents of the proposed bibliography and the capability to critically deal with them. For this reason, during the oral
examination students must have with them all required texts and materials listed in the course bibliography (print or
e-book version).



There is no midterm exam.

Textbooks and Reading Materials
Detailed information about the course materials will be published on the course’s e-learning page.

Foreign students (Erasmus) may contact the lecturer to arrange an examination programme in English or French.
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