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Aims

By the end of the course, students will have acquired an in-depth understanding of the evolution of midwifery care
from historical and professional perspectives, as well as within its specific field of knowledge.

Contents

In-depth study and acquisition of analytical frameworks for the history of midwifery care. Study of historiographical
methodology applied to midwifery, including the analysis, classification, critical assessment, and interpretation of
historical sources.

Detailed program

Fundamentals of historiographical methodology. Theory and processing of historical sources in midwifery. Facts
and documents: intrinsic and extrinsic examination. Classification of sources and authors. Interpretation of historical
sources in midwifery. Hermeneutics applied to midwifery sources.

Prerequisites

None



Teaching form

4 interactive, 4-hour in-person lectures; individual and group work, guided study, and preparation of a written
assignment.

Textbook and teaching resource

Guilliland K., Pairman S. (2011) The Midwifery Partnership. Un modello per la professione ostetrica, SEU;
Bloch M. (1998) Apologia della storia o mestiere di storico. Torino: Einaudi;
Antiseri D. (2000) Didattica delle Scienze- Epistemologia, Roma: Armando editore;
Guana M. et al. (2011) La disciplina ostetrica: teoria, pratica e organizzazione della professione, Milano: McGraw-
Hill;
I.C.F. (2008) Classificazione Internazionale del funzionamento della Salute, Erickson.

Semester

First year, first semester

Assessment method

Oral exam with the presentation of a written paper.

Office hours

By appointment, arranged with the teachers via email.
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