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Module description

The module “Climate Crisis and Social Justice” analyses the interconnections between global environmental
transformations, social inequalities, and contemporary political-economic dynamics. The course is situated at the
intersection of Anthropocene studies, critical social sciences, and interdisciplinary approaches to sustainability, with
particular attention to issues of power, responsibility, and vulnerability that characterise the climate crisis.
The module provides conceptual and analytical tools to understand the climate crisis as a complex socio-political
phenomenon, deeply intertwined with questions of social justice, global inequalities, conflicts, migration,
development, and multi-level governance.

Learning goals

The aim of the module is to provide students with appropriate theoretical knowledge and analytical skills to interpret
the climate crisis as a complex socio-political phenomenon, with particular attention to its implications in terms of
social justice.
1. Knowledge and understanding
Acquisition of the main theories and concepts related to the climate crisis, the Anthropocene, climate justice, and
environmental governance.
2. Applying knowledge and understanding
Ability to analyse case studies, climate policies, and environmental conflicts using appropriate theoretical and
methodological tools.
3. Making judgements
Development of a critical reading of dominant narratives and of the ethical and political implications of
environmental policies.
4. Communication skills
Ability to articulate complex arguments, both orally and in writing, using the appropriate language of the social
sciences.
5. Learning skills



Development of an autonomous, reflective, and interdisciplinary approach to the study of socio-ecological
transformations.

General goal

To provide a critical and integrated understanding of the climate crisis as a matter of social justice.

Specific skills and competences

Critical analytical skills, ability to interpret climate policies and politics, and capacity to link theoretical frameworks
with empirical case studies.

Sustainable Development Goals of the 2030 UN Agenda

See below.

Breakdown of meetings

Six sessions of two hours each; the lectures will be pre-recorded and made available on the module’s e-learning
platform.

Session 1: Origins and characteristics of the climate crisis.

Session 2: Socio-ecological implications of the climate crisis.

Session 3: Justice and the climate crisis.

Session 4: Responsibility and vulnerability.

Session 5: Fossil extractivism and climate obstructionism.

Session 6: Conflicts and transformations

Number of participants

No limit is set on the number of participants.
The module is delivered remotely.



Language used in meetings

Italian

Delivery period of the module

There is no specific timeframe.

Once you have completed the course (video lectures and study materials), you need to choose one of the six
macro-topics covered during the sessions and contact the lecturer to let them know your choice
(marco.grasso@unimib.it).

The timing is therefore flexible and managed independently by the students.

Methods of assessing the outcomes of the learning process

Once the course has been completed (video lectures and study materials), students must choose one of the six
macro-topics covered during the sessions and contact the lecturer to let them know their choice
(marco.grasso@unimib.it).

The lecturer will propose two possible topics: developing them properly requires references and connections to the
whole course. Students choose the topic they prefer and have one month to submit the essay.

The essay must be no more than 1,000 words, plus the bibliography, which does not count towards this limit and
can, indeed should, include texts not cited during the course.

Department of affiliation of the teacher

Sociology and Social Research

Sustainable Development Goals
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