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"THE MORE STRIKINGLY VISUAL
YOUR PRESENTATION IS, 
THE MORE PEOPLE WILL

REMEMBER IT. 
AND MORE IMPORTANTLY, 

THEY WILL REMEMBER YOU."
— Paul Arden 

 Direttore creativo britannico
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01. 
What is a
scientific
poster? 

A concise and visual
summary of your research. 

Its purpose is to be
accessible 
and to drive attention to
your research.



A scientific
poster is a
visual abstract 
of your
research

https://www.nature.com/articles/nj7614-115a


02. Why present a
scientific poster?



Communication and
connection

It should use visuals to
draw people from a

distance.

Communication tool

It serves as a
conversation starter 

Networking tool

It’s not to summarize
every detail of your

research
 

Share key results



It enhances
your

   research
 and CV

Present research in a
formal setting

Practice public
speaking 

Get feedback from peers;
share ideas and create 
collaborations

Direct interactions

Conference poster
abstract are searchable;
poster award with cash
price

Enhance your resume



Why are
academic
posters
important?
Responsibility!

at conferences,
symposia, hallways,
informational days

01.
Represents
you and
your lab

03.
Demonstrate
expertise

02.
Demonstrate
attention 
to detail

04.
Enhance
your
resume



IMPORTANT: 
Work with your

research supervisor
Vital for your research group/University: it represents their laboratory. 

Should be involved in editing and final approval.



03. Who is
your

audience?

They will read it, even if it’s
bad

Other experts in your
field or a related field? 

A good poster can attract
previously uninterested
passersby and may open
new contacts, at the
intersections with other
disciplines

People who don’t know
your research? 

The broader public?
Increases your potential
audience and impact



04. Structure and content



CLEAR ORGANIZATION
AND A CONCISE
CENTRAL ARGUMENT.

Focus on findings that support your
argument and validate your conclusion. 



Main elements of a poster 
-Hierarchy and the ‘must haves’ -

What is known; what is not
known; what you set out to do;
how you have done it and the

key findings and results;
conclusions and significance.

3.Abstract 
(max 200 words)

2.Names of people
involved and
affiliations 

1.Title



Main elements of a poster

Show examples 
of key experiments 
with Figure legends

specifying   experimental
details (type of exp.,

samples, etc..)

6.Results
(3-4 Figures)

5.Methods/Approach4.Introduction

background knowledge 
in the field; open questions;

project aim(s);
a couple of literature references

basis of techniques used,
keep it short;



Main elements of a poster

A few literature
references

9.References8.Acknowledgements7.Conclusions/future
perspectives

(bullet points)

summarize the research
findings and

impact/significance

grant funding, research
programs, laboratory,

mentors, collaborators

your contact email;lab
website; QR code; foto

10.Contact

(smaller at the bottom) (smaller at the bottom) (smaller at the bottom)



05. Poster design



Concept - first draft

Ask yourself questions:
What findings  I want people to focus on?
What are two or three background
knowledge items to know?
What knowledge is missing?
What is the main goal of my research?
How did I approach the research?
What are the key results I obtained?
What is the impact/relevance of my
results in the field?



Concept - first draft
Create storyboard:

Headings, sections
Experiments to present (3-4)
Prepare visuals (photos, graphs...)
 Prepare text; concise; figure legends

Authors

BACKGROUND

AIM OF THE STUDY

RESULTS

CONCLUSIONS

APPROACH REFERENCES
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS



Poster
must be

“stand
alone”

Check with organizers
(A1 vertical: W594 x L841 cm 
W23.4 x L33.1 Inch)

Layout and size

Leave space at the edges;
leave clear space between
sections 

Negative space

Use numbered headings

Panels



One visual related to your
research visible from far

Eye-catching visuals

-legible fonts like Times New Roman, Arial..
-use same fonts throughout the poster 
-visible from 2-3 meters: 

72 points font for title
48 points font for headings
24 points font for body text

Font

Use a limited number (3-4).
Background color; accent
color to draw attention

Colors

Align sections

Alignment



Which would you choose?
1. 2. 3.

4. 5. 6. 7.



What do you
think should be
fixed about this
poster?

Examples



What do you
think should be
fixed about this
poster?

Examples



What do you
think should be
fixed about this
poster?

Examples



What do you
think about this
poster?

Examples
of better
posters



What do you
think about this
poster?

Examples
of better
posters



What do you
think about this
poster?

Examples
of good
posters



What do you
think about this
poster?

Examples
of good
posters



Modified  from:

https://www.pos
ternerd.com/scip
osters-templatesYour

format is 
A1 vertical



06. 
Presenting
your 
research



Knowledge
for each figure and
transitions between
sections

Know what to say

01

Know all the details of
your research

02



Practice
Walk people through your
poster in about 1 min; 5
min; 10 min

Practice for your
audience

03

Tell me about your 
research; how does this relate to
findings in the field; what are the
implications for the future

Master questions (specific
and open ended)

04

Be enthusiastic about your work

Start a conversation asking questions



Resources

Posternerd:
https://www.poster
nerd.com/sciposters
-templates 

Powerpoint

Google slides
https://slidesgo.com/search?
q=academic+poster#rs=search
https://www.biorender.com/poste
r-builder

https://scribus.it/
https://inkscape.org/
Adobe Illustrator

https://coolors.co/ color palette

https://www.posternerd.com/sciposters-templates
https://scribus.it/
https://scribus.it/
https://scribus.it/
https://scribus.it/
https://scribus.it/
https://inkscape.org/
https://coolors.co/


Thank you!
Questions?




