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THE EUROPEAN DEFENCE FUND
Stepping up the EU’s role as a security and defence provider

#EUDefence

WHY DO WE NEED TO INVEST IN EUROPEAN DEFENCE?

In a world of increasing instability and cross-border threats to our security, no country can succeed alone. 
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in developing and acquiring the technologies and equipment needed to address common security and defence 
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WHAT IS THE EUROPEAN DEFENCE FUND?
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equipment. It will strongly encourage participation of small and medium-sized enterprises in collaborative 
projects and foster breakthrough innovation solutions.

I will continue to work day and night over the next months to 
see the European Defence Fund and Permanent Structured 
Cooperation in Defence become fully operational.
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WHY DO WE NEED THE FUND?
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develop technologies and equipment that would not be attainable working independently.
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the results of research are not lost due to the lack of funding for developing prototypes and testing 
the technology.
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DEVELOPMENT 

• studies and design:  100%
• prototype development: 20%
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RESEARCH

• up to 100% in grants, prizes and 
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Lack of cooperation between 
+CK@CP� 1R?RCQ� GL� RFC� ȏCJB� MD�
security and defence is estimated 
RM� AMQR� @CRUCCL� ���� @GJJGML� ?LB�
�����@GJJGML�CTCPW�WC?P�

!SPPCLRJW
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procurement is run on a purely 
national basis, leading to a costly 
duplication of military capabilities.
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?LB� RCAFLMJMEW� GL� RFC� ȏCJB� MD�
defence.
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Defence Expenditure
Total amount ������@GJJGML ������@GJJGML
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Duplication of Systems in Use

,SK@CP�MD�RWNCQ�MD�UC?NML�QWQRCKQ���  178  30

+?GL�@?RRJC�R?LIQ 17 1

"CQRPMWCPQDPGE?RCQ 29 4

$GEFRCP�NJ?LCQ 20 6

THE COST OF CURRENT FRAGMENTATION AND INEFFICIENCIES

HOW WILL THE EUROPEAN DEFENCE FUND STEP IN?

* Number of types of weapon systems for selected weapon systems categories
Source: NATO, International Institute for Strategic Studies, SIPRI, Munich Security Report 2017



Only collaborative projects involving 
at least three eligible entities from 
?R� JC?QR� RFPCC� +CK@CP� 1R?RCQ� MP�
associated countries.
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to support maritime surveillance missions at sea by 
integrating drones and unmanned submarines into 
ȐCCR�MNCP?RGMLQ��
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technological and strategic dependency.

Defence cooperation is already materialising.
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.?PRGAGN?RGML� MD� RFGPB� AMSLRPGCQ��
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conditions to ensure the security and 
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DEFENCE SPENDING 2017-2020

TOTAL€ 90 million € 500 million

2017€ 25 million

2018€ 40 million

2019€ 25 million € 245 million

2020 € 255 million

RESEARCH DEVELOPMENT 

WHO CAN RECEIVE FUNDING?

SOME EXAMPLES OF PROJECTS

IS EU FUNDED DEFENCE COOPERATION ALREADY A REALITY?
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€13 billion 

€8.9 billion
AM�ȏL?LAC�AMJJ?@MP?RGTC
capability development

projects complementing
national contributions

€4.1 billion
funding of collaborative
defence research to
address emerging and
future security threats
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reinforcing.

WHAT WILL DEFENCE COOPERATION LOOK LIKE FROM 2021?


