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U.N. Doc. S/2007/168.Add.1. From August to December 
2007, the United States, with the European Union and Russia, 
participated in a fi nal but unsuccessful diplomatic effort to 
determine whether any agreement between Serbia and 
Kosovo was possible. At the end of 2007, Belgrade and 
Pristina remained at an impasse.  See Digest 2007  at 429–33 
for background. 

 On February 17, 2008, Kosovo declared independence, 
and on February 18 the United States recognized Kosovo as 
an independent and sovereign state and accepted Kosovo’s 
request to establish diplomatic relations. In his letter to 
President Fatmir Sejdiu of Kosovo, which is set forth below 
and available at 44  WEEKLY COMP. PRES. DOC.  236 (Feb. 18, 2008), 
President George W. Bush noted that the United States would 
rely upon assurances contained in Kosovo’s declaration of 
independence. In that declaration, the Kosovo government 
pledged to assume the obligations for it under the Ahtisaari 
plan, including by adopting legislation Ahtisaari had pro-
posed to protect minority communities and their members 
and a constitution that would protect human rights and fun-
damental freedoms and refl ect the principles of Ahtisaari’s 
plan. The declaration also pledged Kosovo’s cooperation with 
international supervision to ensure compliance with the 
Ahtisaari plan.  See    www.assembly-kosova.org/?cid=
2   ,128,1635 . As of December 31, 2008, 53 states had recognized 
Kosovo. 

 ___________  

 On behalf of the American people, I hereby recognize Kosovo as 
an independent and sovereign state. I congratulate you and 
Kosovo’s citizens for having taken this important step in your 
democratic and national development. 

 On this historic occasion, I note the deep and sincere bonds of 
friendship that unite our people. This friendship, cemented during 
Kosovo’s darkest hours of tragedy, has grown stronger in the 
9 years since war in Kosovo ended. Kosovo has since worked to 
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rebuild its war-shattered society, establish democratic institutions, 
hold successful elections for a new government, and foster pros-
perity. As an independent state, Kosovo now assumes responsibil-
ity for its destiny. As in the past, the United States will be your 
partner and your friend. 

 In your request to establish diplomatic relations with the 
United States, you expressed Kosovo’s desire to attain the highest 
standards of democracy and freedom. I fully welcome this senti-
ment. In particular, I support your embrace of multi-ethnicity as 
a principle of good governance and your commitment to develop-
ing accountable institutions in which all citizens are equal under 
the law. 

 I also note that, in its declaration of independence, Kosovo has 
willingly assumed the responsibilities assigned to it under the 
Ahtisaari Plan. The United States welcomes this unconditional 
commitment to carry out these responsibilities and Kosovo’s 
willingness to cooperate fully with the international community 
during the period of international supervision to which you have 
agreed. The United States relies upon Kosovo’s assurances that it 
considers itself legally bound to comply with the provisions in 
Kosovo’s Declaration of Independence. I am convinced that full 
and prompt adoption of the measures proposed by U.N. Special 
Envoy Ahtisaari will bring Kosovo closer to fulfi lling its Euro-
Atlantic aspirations. 

 On the basis of these assurances from the Government of 
Kosovo, I am pleased to accept your request that our two 
countries establish diplomatic relations. The United States would 
welcome the establishment by Kosovo of diplomatic representa-
tion in the United States and plans to do likewise in Kosovo. 

 As Kosovo opens a new chapter in its history as an indepen-
dent state, I look forward to the deepening and strengthening of 
our special friendship. 

 On February 18, 2008, Under Secretary for Political Affairs 
Nicholas Burns held a teleconference briefi ng on the U.S. 
recognition of Kosovo. Excerpts of his remarks concerning 
the legality of Kosovo’s declaration of independence in the 
context of UN Security Council Resolution 1244 are set forth 
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